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Brother John R. Totten, S.M.

Scholarship

0

ur March issue has been
fashioned as testimonial to a
group of very special people who
are found at the heart of St. Mary's-its
faculty.
It is the third tenent of the university's
mission statement that pays tribute to our
professors-those individuals who have
dedicated themselves to a life of
scholarship.
The scholar: always inquiring into the
world; always responding to it through
personal gifts and talents. Our On
Campus stories focus on professors in the
departments of history and music and
attempt to share a glimpse of what
teaching-and learning-are really all
about.
Our Academe feature describes how
today's information revolution is
profoundly changing the scholar's way of
life-as well as the technology and
methodology of education on the St.
Mary's campus.
Scholarship. To some, it's synonymous
with being published in national journals.
To others, it's realized in the holding of
prestigious offices and conference chairs
within professional organizations. But to
a man like the Marianist profiled in our
centerspread story, scholarship is only a
means to an end-an end that is, indeed,
worthy of a lifetime.
But the burning quests of the scholar
never end in the mere attainment of the
answers. The drive continues until those
answers are shared. This fascinating
character of scholarship is best seen in
our Class Notes feature that conveys the
pledge of one of our secondary education
graduates to continue that tradition of
"answers shared."

Finally, our Sports contribution takes
you right down to center court to
witness a coach, close-up, in action,
intensely effecting much more than the
final score, and, as always, consumed by
what he loves most-teaching ... teaching
... teaching.
We wish to thank you for your warm
reception of our January issue which
addressed various themes vital to the
integration of learning, and have selected
a few of your encouraging comments to
represent your kind response.
Just another note of thanks for the
fine second issue of the new Gold &
Blue. 1be articles on Brother Louie (one
of my favorite artists) and by Rev.
Kaczkowski Ipa.rticularly appreciated.
Keep up the fine work ....
Rev. David A. Fleming, S.M.
Chairman of the Board
St. Louis, Missouri
My colleague pa.rticularly liked the
seascape and child, "Mary Ellen."
Ordinarily I refrain from saying
anything good about "modern art," but
I confess ... genuine admiration for the
upwardly falling angel. Chagall? After
al� his angels fell too ....
JD. Thomas
Rice University Professor
Houston, Texas

1be essay on Brother Schuster was
masterful. I think great teachers have a
profound rapport with their students
not merely on the surface ... but on the
level of "things that enduringly matter."

'from the dosing line of the ahna mater, "The Bells of St. Mary's"

It's on that level that outstanding
teachers realign their students. 1bey jar
them out of mediocrity and invite them
unconsciously to share their excellence.
That's exactly where Brother Louie fits.
Not that he's not a goodpa.inter. I am
stillpa.ying installments on my fourth
Schuster ....
Barbara Wilson Fuller MA '75
San Antonio, Texas
Really liked the pa.inting of the San
Antonio river and bridge. I also miss the
presence of "Mary Ellen" at my meals
here in Milwaukee. Kaczkowski's "In
Quest of Conversation" was very
stimulating ....
Brother Victor Naegle, SM.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
... So, Brother Louis, God bless you for
the good you've done for us, your
students. Please give my fond regards to
Brother Anthony. Also, convey my
congratulations to Brother Totten who
can't remember me from the one
philosopl,y course I took with him.
RichardJ Daigle, Ph.D. (BA '59)
Chairman, English Depa,rtment
University of Bridgeport
Bridgeport, Connecticut

With your continued participation in
our magazine, we can reach for no less
than "the praises of, the glory of, the
Gold & Blue."•
Nancy Arispe Roth-Roffy (BA '75)
Director, University Relations
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Hitting a ffigh Note
Long recognized as exceptional, St. Mary's music
program added another star to its crown recently
when it won NASM accreditation. Vickie Davidson
takes a look at that accreditation-and at three
members of the faculty who work at composing
both lives and beautiful music at St. Mary's.
Profile: Brother John R. Totten
At the age of 19, John Totten applied for admission
to the Society of Mary. It was a decision, he tells
Nancy A. Roth-Roffy, made at the urging of gut
feelings-at the urging of that deep current that runs
through us all. Totten shares with us a ray of his own
inner light and a peek at where insight has led him.
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Instant Information is Changing Us
We're in the midst of a revolution-an information
revolution. And the evidence, from computers to
cable 1V, is all around us. Charles L. Cottrell, Ph.D.,
Dean of Arts and Sciences, talks about the changes
the new information technology has made for St.
Mary's scholars and students.
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Development: St. Mary's Athletes Have Got a
Friend

3
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Alumnews: Angelo Drossos Named
Distinguished Alumnus
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On Campus: Living in the Past-Profitably
Interviewing Donald Cutter, Ph.D.
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Sports: Buddy Meyer: Courting Success
Class Notes: Nancy Klepper: One Terrific
Teacher
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Treasures To Be Auctioned
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From Baseball to Volleyball...

Athletes Have Got A Friend

I

n the not too distant past, the
women's basketball team was invited
to participate in a tournament in St.
Louis-only to find there wasn't enough
money in the athletic kitty to cover the
unexpected costs.
Fortunately, help was as close as the St.
Mary's Booster Club. The club stepped in
and paid some six hundred dollars for the
team to travel to the tournament.
"There have been a number of times,"
explains club president and San Antonio
attorney Joe G. Cumpian ('52, '56),
"when we've helped with meals and
travel expenses for teams that have made
the playoffs or gone to tournaments."
The Booster Club, however, doesn't
restrict its help to teams going to
tournaments or playoffs-not by a
longshot. The club, which has about 1 SO
members, helps St. Mary's athletic
programs wherever it can.
In the late 1970s, members were
concerned when athletic scholarships
were discontinued and they were
instrumental in having them reinstated.
In the early 1980s, they helped
purchase three vans for athletic travel-a
move which saved the athletic
department a small fortune.
"Every year our contributions have
increased," says Cumpian, who's been
with the Booster Club since 1958. Last
year, he notes, the club contributed
something over $22,000 to athletic
programs at St. Mary's.
Contributions in 1983 benefited each
and every athletic program. Among the
items purchased were weight lifting
equipment, tossbacks for the women's
volleyball and basketball programs, travel
bags, soccer uniform tops, soccer nets,
tennis shoes and warm-up suits.
The club also paid the bill for dropping
the ceiling in the women's locker room
and covering the floor in the locker room
used by the baseball team. In addition, it
donated $5,000 to the St. Mary's athletic
scholarship fund.
The money, of course, helps, but so
does the time the Boosters give. "They do
a lot to support the university
.financially and physically," says Athletic
Director Buddy Meyer ('65), noting it

Representing the widespread support of the Booster Club are, clockwise from left, Kim Watson, women's
basketball; Sam Lyssy,Jr., baseball; Rod Gonzales, tennis; Mary Kalinec, softball; Ray Macias, soccer;
Freddy Starkes, golf; andJamie Rich, volleyball.

would be hard to make it without them.
The hours devoted to athletic
programs by Booster Club members
would easily amount to $30,000 or
$40,000 a year, according to the
estimates of club vice president Larry
Noll ('67, '72), a San Antonio attorney.
Not only do members of the club
consistently attend home sporting events
and host post-game socials for athletes,
faculty and Booster Club members, but
they also talk to prospective athletes and
raise funds for the athletic programs.
Those fund-raising projects range from
selling pizza at the Oyster Bake, to selling
advertising for the annual Sports
Program.
Why do they do it? In some cases, it's
a feeling for their alma mater.
Cumpian, whom Noll credits with
holding the club together, says his
involvement is his way of paying back
"I was a high school dropout,"
explains Cumpian. "Later, I got a G.E.D.
and went to St. Mary's, but I needed help
3

in certain areas and a lot of the teachers
stayed after hours to help me. Now, I'm
paying St. Mary's back"
Not all members of the club attended
St. Mary's, however, and they're involved
for reasons that range from comradery to
love of sports.
Whatever the reason for involvement,
Noll says the purpose of the club is to
assist the university in taking care of
things that the athletic budget can't take
care of ''We want to put the best teams
out."
''We've got a Class One operation at St.
Mary's," adds Cumpian. ''We are
recognized for having a winning
tradition. What we're trying to do is
continue that tradition." -Vickie
Davidson
1be Booster Club is seeking new
members. Persons interested in joining
can contact Cumpia,n, Noll or the St.
Mary's Alumni Office, (512)436-3324.

Trustee Advisory Board

I

t's a fact of life that nearly everyone
can profit from a little expert advice
now and then. And feeling they were
no exception, the St. Mary's Board of
Trustees created a Trustee Advisory
Board to become such a source of expert
assistance.
Made up of leaders from many diverse
fields, the newly formed Advisory Board
will be another link in St. Mary's
extensive communications network
Advisory Board members will receive
numerous St. Mary's publications, as well
as attend meetings on campus-and in
return, they'll service the university with
important advice and counsel.
"The Board will provide the university
with input from a broad base of
community leadership in San Antonio and
throughout the country," explains Board
of Trustee Vice Chairman Edward V.
Cheviot, who is credited with originating
the idea for the Trustee Advisory Board.

"The Board will provide
the university with input
from a broad base of
community leadership in
San Antonio and
throughout the country."
The new advisory group includes St.
Mary's alumni and friends from California
to Massachusetts, as well as those
throughout the San Antonio and South
Texas area. The men and women who
make up the Advisory Board range from
company presidents to doctors, lawyers,
business executives, ranchers and
bankers.
By establishing a way for the business
and civic communities to communicate
directly with the St. Mary's Board of
Trustees, its members feel that a valuable
network of two-way communication will
be created.
The result will not only be expert
input for the Board of Trustees, "but,"
says Cheviot, "the Advisory Trustees will
form a legion of St. Mary's advocates
providing the school with a new
dimension of support."
Gold & Blue is proud to welcome the
members of our new distinguished Board:

Jimmy C. Adair
James W. Allen
Paul Avery
Barbara Banker
Robert J. Beard
Michael D. Beldon
Clifton J. Bolner
Maynard H. Braden
John R Braniff
Dolph Briscoe, Jr.
Richard W. Calvert
P. Gus Cardenas
Henry G. Cisneros
Anthony Copp
Pete V. Cortez
Daniel E. Costello, Jr.
Gregory W. Crane
Kenneth L. Croswell
Paul Daily
Errol John Dietze
William J. Dodds
Ray Ellison, Sr.
Mary E. Endres
Cletus P. Ernster, Jr.
Dr. Giovanni G. Fazio

President
Chairman of the Board
President
President
President and CEO
President
President
Vice President
Vice President
Fonner Governor
Chairman of the Board
Account Executive
Mayor
Vice President, Corp. Finance
President
President
President
President
Investor
Attorney, Rancher
Past President, Alumni Assoc.
Chairman of the Board
Attorney
Executive Vice President
Senior Physicist

John P. Flynn
James R Foster
Charles E. Franzke
Jesse M. Gamez III
Martin Goland
William E. Harrell
Roger A Harvin
Robert M. Hilliard, M.D.
Lutz Issleib
J. Patrick Kaine
Marvin "Jerry" Keifer
Edward B. Kelley
John S. Kusenberger
Pat Legan
Jose Pepe Lucero
W.W. "Bo" McAllister III
Gen. William V. McBride

Lt. General
Partner
Chairman
Attorney, Art Dealer
President
Chairman of the Board & CEO
Fonner President & Chairman
Physician
President
Vice Chairman
Pres./Chairman of the Board
President
Managing Partner
Owner
Manager
President
President

Robert B. McGivney, Jr.
Robert L. Mettler
Henrietta Montagna

President & CEO
President & CEO
Fonner Chief, Training Oper.

Pete Morales, Jr.
Cliff E. Morton
Carl D. Newton III
Howard J. Nolan
Harold E. O'Kelley
Dr. Francis E. O'Neill
John ''.Jack" M. Phelan
Richard A. Sauget
Mrs. Jewell Silber
Ronald G. Spana
Harry R Straup, Jr.
Dr. Mary Sullivan
William C. Thomas
C. L. "Chet" Todd
Charles Toudouze, Sr.
Joseph Van De Walle, Sr.
Pedro Viyao
W. Douglas Weisbruch
Dr. Robert V. West, Jr.
James E. Windlinger
Nelson W. Wolff
Roger L. Zeller

President
President
President
Executive Vice President
Chairman & CEO
President
General Partner
President
Distinguished Alum '65
President
President
Physician
Pub!. & Chief Operating Exec.
Vice President
President
President
President
Vice Pres. Gen. Counsel/Secy.
Chairman of the Board
Managing Partner
Chairman of the Board
Chairman of the Board

Tenn. Pipeline Const. Co., Corpus Christi
San Pedro Bank
Arrow Oil Field Const., Inc.
Williams Insulation Co.
Gulf Energy & Devel. Corp.
Beldon Roofing and Remodeling
Bolner's Fiesta Products Co.
Rand Development Co.
James J. Braniff & Co., Houston
Rancher, Businessman
National Bancshares Corp. of Texas
Xerox Corporation
City of San Antonio
Hunt Oil Co., Dallas
M.T.C., Inc.
Ventura Manufacturing Co.
Broadway National Bank
Croswell Investment Co., California
San Antonio
Law Offices of Errol Dietze, Cuero
Lt. Col. USAF (Ret.)
Ray Ellison Industries
Smith County Abstract, Co., Tyler
Timco Industries, Cuero
Harvard Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics,
Cambridge, Mass.
USAF (Ret.)
The Marmon Mok Partnership
Dillard Department Stores
Law Offices ofJ.M. Gamez , Inc.
Southwest Research Institute
Texas American Bank/ Galleria, Houston
Church's Fried Chicken
San Antonio
Pearl Brewing Co.
International Harvester Co., Chicago
Travis Savings & Loan Assoc.
Barshop Enterprises, Inc.
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co., Dallas
Legan Properties
Plaza National Group
San Antonio Savings Assoc.
Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce,
USAF (Ret.)
Liberty Frost Bank
Joske's
School of Applied Aerospace Science
Lackland Air Force Base
Morales Feed Lots
Morton/Southwest Co.
Fox-Stanley Photo Products, Inc.
United Way
Datapoint Corp.
O'Neill & Assoc.
Edward D. Jones & Co., St. Louis
Sauget Bros., Inc., St. Louis
San Antonio
Telephonies, Inc.
Alamo National Bank
Sequoia Hospital, Redwood City, Calif.
San Antonio Light
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.
A. C. Toudouze Co.
Van De Walle Farms, Inc.
Empresas Vipri, S.A., Mexico
Lone Star Gas Co., Dallas
Tesoro Petroleum Corp.
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co., Denver
Sun Harvest Farms, Inc.
Columbia Industries, Inc.

(Trustee Advisory Board membership as of mid-February.)
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ONCAMPU�
Living In The Past-Profitably

T

here's more involved than pouring
over old books and stilted
language. To be really good at
historical research, you've got to be
capable of certain-shall we say-mental
gymnastics. You've got to be able to
shuck the 20th century.
''What you have to do," says St. Mary's
Dr. Donald Cutter, "is to live in that
period so that things fit into place."
Luckily, Cutter, the first holder of St.
Mary's O'Connor Chair for Spanish
Colonial History of Texas and the
Southwest, is quite adept at such mental
feats. That ability has served him
profitably in his quest for new historical
information. It has also helped him bring
history to life for his readers and
listeners.
"History should be fun," says Cutter,
his eyes bright-ready at any moment to
twinkle into laughter. ''You have to catch
people up in the spirit of it." Once
Cutter's dry wit gets flowing, and he
starts weaving the bright strands of the
present in with the past, catching people
up in the spirit is something at which
he's quite good.
Part of it, of course, is his own lively
imagination for the past. Another part, he
says, is his focus on people in history. "I
think people can relate to people easier
than to programs and plans."
The people to whom Cutter relates

most easily are Spanish explorers, those
adventurous souls who explored the
American Southwest during the years
from 1790 to 1810, the era known as the
Spanish Colonial Period.
"I can't say why I like explorers," he
muses for a moment, "but maybe it's
because I was a naval officer in World
War II."
Maybe. Or maybe it's because he's an
explorer of sorts himself During his
journeys through antiquated maps and
yellowed books, through official journals
and unofficial ones, Cutter has discovered
new information about our past. There's
a thrill in that-in uncovering something
that wasn't known before.
"Of course," he's quick to point out,
"none of it's worthwhile if you can't
translate it to the present."
Spanish colonial history, however,
translates. It still has a real relevance to
our lives in the Southwest. Our current
land ownership patterns, legal formalities,
religious orientation and cultural
traditions stem largely from the imprint
left by the Spanish during their
colonization of the area.
Since coming to St. Mary's in 1982,
Cutter has spent a great deal of his time
researching the Spanish exploration of
the Texas coast. In between the research,
he teaches, lectures and writes. In April,
the Pacific Historical Review will publish
5

his article, ''With a Little Help From Their
Saints," a tongue-in-cheek look at saint
imposters and events early explorers and
settlers in the Southwest attributed to
saints.
During the course of his career, Cutter
has worked with more than 200 students
on their master's degrees and nearly 50
on their doctorates. He pulls out a
number of books former students have
dedicated to him. "I keep them close at
hand. It makes me feel like I've
accomplished something."
Should he seriously need proof of his
accomplishments, he can find it in other
areas as well. He is the author of
countless scholarly articles and is former
president of both the Western Historical
Association and the Pacific Branch of the
American Historical Association.
Still, it is the students he comes back
to. "I've worked with students all over
the country, and I've found that good
students would be good students
anywhere. Good students at St. Mary's
would be good students at Harvard," he
says.
Out of all those good students, Cutter's
greatest satisfaction has come from the
doctoral students. "I enjoy seeing my
students go into historical research," he
explains. "That way I know the work will
go on." -Vickie Davidson

F

NASM Sings Our Song

rom angelic singers to jazzy trumpet
players-and vice versa-St. Mary's
Music Department has produced
scores of successful musicians. And this
fall it added another successful tune to its
own score when it received accreditation
from the National Association of Schools
of Music (NASM).
"We're extremely proud of this
accreditation," said Music Department
Chairman John Moore.
St. Mary's is the only private university
in San Antonio to hold the prestigious

0

NASM accreditation, which certifies that
a school is meeting national high quality
standards. The accreditation, according
to Moore, is expected to enhance and
strengthen St. Mary's already fine music
program.
For years St. Mary's has been known for
training good music educators and good
professional musicians. Well-known San
Antonio band leader Paul Elizondo, along
with San Antonio orchestra leaders Julio
Dominguez and Al Sturchio are graduates
of St. Mary's music department.

In keeping with the St. Mary's approach
to education, music classes are kept small
so that students receive individual
attention from their instructors. The
music faculty includes three full-time and
eight part-time instructors to provide
students with training in both music
education and performance.
Realizing that the faculty is the heart of
St. Mary's successful music program, Gold
& Blue talked with the department's
three full-time instructors. Their
stories follow:

Practicing What He Preaches

ne of the advantages of a St.
Mary's music education, says
John Moore, is that students can
hear him practicing the piano. Vanity?
Not at all. But we'll let him explain:
"During a lesson, I'll often tell my
students how to practice. Sometimes I
tell them they should go over a certain
technique until they can get it right ten
times in a row. ff they mess up on the
tenth time, they're to start all over and do
it until they can get it right ten times in a
row."
Moore delivers all this without so
much as a hint of a smile-which could
make him sound like a hard taskmaster.
Yet when he's cloistered away in his
small piano-dominated office practicing,
students throughout the building can
hear him. They can hear him being a hard
taskmaster with himself. "They can hear,"
he says, "what it's like to practice right.
"Teaching by example is probably the
greatest way of teaching," continues
Moore, who has been at St. Mary's since
1975. Chairman of the music department
since 1978 and recently named to
"Who's Who in American Music," Moore
teaches piano and a variety of other
music classes. He is also a performer.
"In a field like music, which is a
performing art, I think the best teachers
are the people who are actively involved
in performing," says Moore. "For
advanced students, the performing
teacher has a more valid viewpoint. ff
the student can see you perform, they

Mary's," he explains.
Moore clearly would like to strengthen
the image of fine arts, not only at St.
Mary's, but in society as well. "There is so
much emphasis today on high
technology-and I don't deny the
importance of it, but at the same time I'm
very concerned about the apparent
decrease of interest in the arts."

know you know what you're talking
about.
"Seeing a teacher perform," says
Moore, "can also be encouraging and
sometimes inspiring."
Moore's list of performing credentials
is long. The University of Tulsa graduate
has been an accompanist and the
assistant conductor for the Texas Bach
Choir for some seven years. He is also a
former pianist for the San Antonio
Symphony Mastersingers and the former
principal keyboard player for the San
Antonio Symphony.
Moore was one of the driving forces
behind the music department's quest for
NASM accreditation. ''We thought it
would be a good way to strengthen the
image of the music department and to
strengthen the image of fine arts at St.
6

"...I feel it's significant
when I meet someone
who is in a technical
profession and find he
is interested in the
arts...I feel he knows
the importance of
balance in his life."
To Moore, music should be an
important part of any society. "I am
always happy, and I feel it's significant
when I meet someone who is in a
technical profession and find he is
interested in the arts-especially music. I
feel he knows the importance of balance
in his life. He knows the power of music
to refresh, regenerate-even cleanse.
"Music does help put things back in
perspective," Moore says, "It simply
makes us more human." -Vickie
Davidson

More Than �'Do, Re, Mi''

I

n John Rankin's book, learning music
means more than learning the "do,
re, mi's." It also means learning about
the business end of things.
"What I stress is a well-rounded music
education," says Rankin, St. Mary's
director of instrumental music. "Students
should know music and be capable of
playing orchestrally, but they also need to
have some sense about the music
business and be able to play what is
commercial. These are all ingredients
that spell success."
A performer himself, Rankin's
playing credits range from the Bob Hope
Show to the San Antonio Symphony.
A performer of broad-based
experience, he's played his trumpet with
orchestras, swing bands, rock groups and
jazz ensembles. He's played in spots from
bars to palaces. In recent years, he's also

P

performed in locally-produced
commercials.
Rankin takes what he's learned as a
performer and tries to pass that, along
with technical expertise, on to his
students. And he's known success at St.
Mary's. Under his direction, the Jazz
Orchestra and Jazz Combo were invited
last spring to the national Greeley Jazz
Festival in Greeley, Colo.
But lest you think his jazz groups are
the only ones excelling, he turns proud
papa and talks about his concert band.
"I'm rather proud of the students who've
come through here," he says.
Rankin, who holds a master's degree
from Southern Illinois University
encourages musical performance as part
of the educational process.
"I think that's one of the things that
makes a difference at St. Mary's. Our

students get to perform. They also have
the opportunity for a lot of interaction
with each other and the instructors.
"Here," he continues, "the student has
the flexibility to channel himself
according to his own needs and desires."

Learning By Listening

erhaps it's a predictable point of
view for a choir director.
But, predictable or not, it's a view
Mark Williams, director of St. Mary's
choirs, holds strongly. His view is this:
the voice is the primary musical
instrument and, therefore, quality music
education must include the voice.
His reasons for this approach have to
do with hearing and listening. Really
hearing and listening.
"If you learn music only on an
instrument, you usually become
dependent on the instrument," he
explains. ''You don't listen enough to
know how Middle C, for instance,
sounds. You know where it is on the
piano and you know where it is on the
sheet music, but you don't know it if you
hear it.
"Hearing is the way to really learn
music," stresses Williams, a graduate of
Miami University and the holder of a
Kodaly Certificate from the Liszt
Academy of Music in Hungary.
That Kodaly certification is something
serious to Williams, who has been greatly
influenced by the late 20th century
Hungarian composer Zoltan Kodaly. After

Mark Williams with
members of the
Boys Choir. Left to
right, they are Kevin
Williams,jeff
Adams,Mark
Martin, Danny
Gonzalez, Tony
Garza and Carlos
Riojas.

studying his work in Hungary, Williams
became a founding director of the
Organization of American Kodaly
Educators, and he is a past national
president of that organization.
Williams, like Kodaly, puts great
emphasis on the voice and the
importance of music education.
''Very often-even in college-music is
the one level at which a student can be
very successful," says Williams. "Music
can do things emotionally for people that
7

nothing else can."
Williams' choirs, which include the
Madrigals, the Chamber Choir and the St.
Mary's Boys Choir, give regular
performances. Members of the Boys
Choir were recently invited to perform in
Saltillo, Mexico, and will be joining the
Chamber Choir in a concert April 15
featuring Vivaldi's "Gloria" and other
Easter music.
-Vickie Davidson

Breaking Through Education's Old Frameworks

The Scholar Responds To
The 21st Century
by Charles L. Cotrel� Ph.D.

"The so-called information revolution,
driven by rapid advances in
communication and computer
technology, is profoundly affecting
American education. It is changing the
nature of what needs to be learned, who
needs to learn it, who will provide it, and
how it will be provided and paid for."
-Office of Technology Assessment,
Informational Technology and Its
Impact on American Education

A

s the information revolution has
swept upon us, our world has
undergone a rapid and profound
change. The evidence of this
transformation-cameras, pocket
calculators, home computers,
informational disks and musical cassettes,
along with typewriters, telephones,
televisions and cable television hook
ups-can be readily found in millions of
American households.
Not only have these artifacts of the
information revolution affected our
households, but they have affected the
world of scholars and scholarship. Like
other social institutions, universities are
being profoundly changed-and St.
Mary's is no exception.
Perhaps the magnitude of change for
scholars and scholarship can be most
easily seen in the contrast of St. Mary's
today and the St. Mary's of the not-too
distant past. Vivid descriptions of
traditional scholars and scholarship come
alive in reading the pages of Brother
Joseph Schmitz's "The Society of Mary in
Texas," published in 1951. In a chapter
section entitled, "Distinguished
Professors," Schmitz describes a

community of scholars in the 1930s and
1940s. Their teaching and research
reflected a classical education steeped in
philosophy, the sciences, languages,
history and music. These Marianists
taught and researched in a world with a
much slower tempo of change, a world
with a much smaller volume of scholarly
information and a world which seems
smaller in scale and more knowable than
our world today.
The Marianists and lay faculty of St.
Mary's are still linked to those early
traditions. But they have hardly gone
8

untouched by the information revolution.
Today's scholar, for instance, faces a
world which-with its vast
communications network-is global;
additionally, today's scholar faces a
staggering and increasing volume of
information.
An example of the phenomenal growth
of information is the number of book
titles published in this country. During
the 20-year period from 1930 to 1950,
the number of books published in the
U.S. increased by a mere 1,000-to a total
of 11,000 titles. In the three years

between 1980 and 1983, the number of
book titles published increased 14,000
per year-for a total of 50,000 titles
published in 1983 alone.
Fortunately, at St. Mary's new
technology helps us to deal with this
mushrooming volume of knowledge. The
Academic library now employs a
nationwide computerized search system.
In ten minutes, this system can print a
one hundred item bibliography
complete with annotations describing the
books' contents. Assuming a researcher
could even locate all those data sources,
the same undertaking would literally take
hours to complete.
In addition to the increase in
information, both the speed with which
information is now delivered in our
society and the current developments in
technology have transformed scholarly
pursuits. A case in point is the immediacy
of the informational imagery reaching the
confines of our living rooms on the
scores of cable 1V channels.
Given satellite telecommunication
linkages, everything from congressional
hearings to wars are brought live to
millions throughout the world. The act of
processing and prioritizing information in
this almost instantaneous context is a
crucial ingredient in scholarship today.
Contemporary social scientists are�
required to interpret and to reflect upon
social, political and economic events
conveyed through such mediums.
Today's scholars also find themselves
interacting with electronic wizardry.
Consider, for example, the relationship
between the writer and the word
processor. The writer writes; the
computer answers-an interaction, a
conversation of sorts, takes place.
Rev. John Rechtien of the English
department has innovated his
composition courses extensively by using
the word processor. Students are taught
to gain computer access to assignments,
and then to compose and edit on
"intelligent" terminals. All of this
illustrates another point. As the
information society reaches university
education, there are new student needs
as well as the emergence of new careers
and new academic programs.
At St. Mary's we have worked to stay
abreast of the new needs. An example of
new academic programs containing a
direct imprint of the information age are
the undergraduate and graduate degrees
being offered in computer information

systems. These degrees combine up-to
date computer technology with the art of
management and decision-making. Other
examples of academic programs bearing
a direct imprint of the computer age
include:
• The Pairing of Two Academic
Disciplines-Professors John Moore and
Tom Mote joined their disciplines of
music and computer science this past
year in a course called "musical
synthesis." Students programmed musical
notes on microcomputers and generated
computer music which could be played
back to them. They also learned the
basics of computer technology in the
process.
• Education of Future Teachers-St.
Mary's recently added computer science
as first and second teaching fields for
prospective teachers. The Texas State
Board of Education will require
computer literacy for all teachers by
1986. And, as professor of education Jack
Broadhurst forsees, "nearly all children
entering colleges and universities in five
years will be versed in computer
technology."
• Eric and Lexis-This spring
students will be searching bibliographic
sources on Eric-a computerized index
to over 500,000 references to research
reports, books and journal articles. The
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search will involve inserting a disk into
one of the microcomputers located in
the Academic library. Eric will then
provide students with complete printed
bibliographies. In the School of Law,
students have been using the services of
Lexis, a computerized legal search
program which includes court decisions,
federal and state laws and agency
regulations. Lexis can trace the complex
evolution of case precedents and print
the text of the case in question-saving
literally hours of legal research time.
• Accounting of the Future-The
School of Business and Administration
uses a software program which simulates
the conditions and contingencies of
decision-making in corporate
environments. Professor Joseph Mills of
the accounting department described the
business students' recent encounter with
these computer practice sets as their
introduction to the future of accounting
where there will be no books of original
entry-only computer recorded and
calculated figures. The applications of
these technologies provide bridges for
students from the academic to the work
world.
The significance of today's information
technologies to college campuses is
witnessed by the extent of their use by
the various academic disciplines. Indeed,
this extent of use and the issues of life
and work in an information society
require us to redefine the content and
purpose of a liberal arts education. St.
Mary's is currently undertaking such a
quest through a university-wide faculty
effort, rededicating itself to the important
foundations of the liberal arts education.
A rethinking of the university's core
curriculum in the liberal arts will follow
later this spring.
Despite its obvious advantages,
however, interpretation of and
participation in the information age
should give pause to scholars. Dr. Steven
Muller, president of Johns Hopkins
University, cautions scholars about the
unthinking and uncritical acceptance of
informational technologies.
George Orwell, too, sounded a
warning note 35 years ago when he
wrote about the impersonal character
and potential for control vested in
advanced informational technologies.
Scholars at universities such as St. Mary's
have an obligation to insist that our new
technologies are put to humane, moral
and democratic uses.

BrotherJohn R. Totten: Alone ... within community.
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Unpacking an Insight: Enough
for a Lifetime

H

e's phenomenal. Brilliant of
mind. Steadfast of purpose. And
his words lead you past the
mundane to the mystical.
"We are the only parts of the material
universe where that material universe
becomes conscious of itself, and from
that consciousness flows meaning: all of
our actions ... all of the consequences of
our actions ... all that man has formed out
of the world. In this way, man completes
the universe. He uncovers-discovers
the connections, the meanings that
abound throughout it. And then he acts
participating in creation-malting it
whole, malting it full, making it perfect.
''We are the areas of 'illuminosi-ty' in
the vastness of creation; we are where
light seeps into the totality of all things
that exist-like a sunbeam that pierces
through the dense shadows to overcome
the deep darkness of the forest bed.
"I guess that's why He said 'you are the
light of the world,' " he breaks off into a
soft chuckle, his sparkling eyes brimming
with a pure kindness not often found in
today's high-paced, success-bound, me
oriented society.
John R Totten. Brother of Mary since
1934.
Patient. Mild. Not inclined to anger or
resentment. Small of stature, but armed
with an absolutely captivating boyish
grin.
Born October 21, 1913 to James and
Julie Walke Totten while James was
stationed at Fort Monroe, Va., John was
educated in elementary and secondary
public schools of Washington, D.C., the
Panama Canal Zone, Cambridge, Mass.
and San Antonio.
After his first year of college at St.
Mary's University ( 1931-32), he applied
for admission into the Society of Mary.
"You were 19 years old. What made
you do it?" I pressed, trying to find what
lies at the bottom of a vocation such as
this.

"I followed my gut feelings. All of us
make the really important decisions in
our lives on the basis of gut feelings. We
each have a deep current that runs
through us, throughout all our days and
years. We've only to seek it out, and then
follow ...
''When my current brought me to an
insight into the richness of the Society of
Mary, I knewI had to spend the rest of
my life unpacking that richness."
And so, completing his Scholasticate
program in 1936, Brother Totten
continued to allow his current to carry
him through the seasons ...
For 20 years he taught in Marianist
high schools; Chaminade in Clayton, Mo.;
Central in East St. Louis; Coyle and
Maryhurst in Kirkwood, Mo.; De Andreis
in St. Louis; Don Bosco in Milwaukee; and
Central Catholic in San Antonio.
He taught mathematics and science,
mostly, and then branched out to English,
exploring with his students an innovative
approach to literature that particularly
valued the Catholic perspective.
"During this period, though, I had
questions that just weren't being
answered by theology, mathematics,
science or literature," he explains. "That
is when I started into philosophy, using it
to check to see if I was getting the other
stuff right!"
This newadventure carriedhim
through a master's program at the
Catholic University of America where he
completed his degree in philosophy in
1956-17 years after his B.S. from St.
Mary's and a second bachelor's in library
science from Our Lady of the Lake.
Today, it's 27 years that Brother John
has been teaching in our department of
philosophy. But the current doesn't end
here. Philosophy's not the reason this
scholar has pushed so hard.
"Oh no. Hardly. The only reason I've
done any of this studying-the most
important thing I have to do with my
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life-is to understand the Society of Mary
... and the founder. The only reason. All
the rest is secondary."
Suddenly, a whole newlight comes
over his delicate features.
Here's a man who's spent the past 50
years unpacking what was in the mind of
one William Joseph Chaminade as he
founded the Society of Mary-a
community made up of men and women,
lay and clerics, workers, teachers and
priests, individuals of all levels, of all
races. Fifty years spent on scores of
papers dealing with the history, the
charism of the Society. As a result of this
study and extension of thought, Totten
has been repeatedly elected by his
Brothers to participate in the Provincial
Chapter, the highest legislative body of
the organization.
"As Marianists, we discover the will of
God-we follow our currents-through
obedience ... through consensus ...
through commu-nal discernment. Not as
individuals. As community. This makes us
very vulnerable, but it's our way-our
way to the Spirit."
After a lifetime of study and writing,
John Totten thinks he may have finally
captured the remaining few pieces of
insight needed to complete the mosaic
revealing just what drove Chaminade to
undertake such an enterprise.
We all await this last chapter, this.fi-nal
cause.
John R Totten. Single-hearted. A man
who avoids the noise, speed and glamour
of the modem moment to peer quietly
inside himself, for it is from within
from a critically reflective vantage
point-that he chooses to engage his
world.
He is man who has pushed beyond
uncovering meaning ... to constituting it,
ever so carefully arriving at the authentic
direction for the movement of his life.
You'll find him alone. You'll find him at
peace.-Nanq A. Rotb-Roffy

Buddy Meyer: Courting Success

L

ess than eight minutes to go, 18
points down, and Buddy Meyer
faces professional stress.
Coaching-like any teaching-is a
psychological challenge. Meyer must
calculate the precise set of sentences to
communicate the crucial change in
strategy his team needs to bring this
game back into focus-and a Mayor's Cup
home.
The Rattler coach knuckles down, with
his coat discarded, sleeves rolled and
collar loosened.
We can't hear what he's saying, but we
can see the Rattlers start a full court
press that the Roadrunners can't shake.
With 6:35 left, Ken Lacue grabs the
rebound of a Michael Speight miss, feeds
it to Melvin Roseboro and the ball
reliably drops in.
UTSA's Roadrunners respond with a
Rick Doyle layup. Rattler Darren Brunson
steals the ball and Speight scores. The
Roadrunners respond with a slamma
jamma Doyle dunk and it's back to the
Snakes' territory where Doyle blocks a
Roseboro shot. Rattlers rebound and
Roseboro hits from 18 feet. The Snakes
are on; Meyer's words are working.
The Rattlers' best bandit, Darren
Brunson, steals again. Pass to Roseboro;
hop, skip, jump, Roadrunner Calvin
Haynes blocks the shot too late-goal
tending, two points for St. Mary's, foul
against Roseboro. Home viewers across
San Antonio hear the KMOL sportscasters
realize the new surge of Rattler energy.
Meyer's psychology is holding Derrick
Gervin to two points in the second half,
and now Gervin's frustration and the
Snake press have him rattled. He stays in
the lane as the Convention Center Arena
crowd of7,103 reveals its St. Mary's
presence. Roadrunner Ike Thornton fouls
Roseboro, who hits both of a 1-1 free
throw opportunity.
The pace is intense. Meyer's back on

Meyer's bold on bis men extends far beyond
the court ...

his feet. The Rattlers harry their
opponent, climbing all over any guy who
dares take possession of the ball.
After the Roadrunners' first-half
dominance on the boards, the Rattlers
will walk away with 14 of 23 second-half
rebounds. Bringing the ball down slow,
Rattler Brunson allows the Roadrunners
to slip into a tranquil rest. Pass direct to
Roseboro, jump shot, off the glass, two
points. He's fouled.
The Rattlers are on, but there's only
3:19 to go. The score is 60-51, and the
Snakes are looking good. Time out
nobody's leaving.the arena.
As the game begins again, Buddy Meyer
sits down. His forearms are on his thighs
as he leans into the courtside aisle,
watching his team. He has said all he can
say. Now it's up to them to make it work.
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Roseboro hits the free throw, and the
Rattlers resume their full court press. A
double team causes Cunningham to drop
the ball. Every Rattler fan in the arena is
standing, watching the ball skitter
around, back into Cunningham's arms.
Quick pass to Doyle for another
Roadrunner dunk.
UTSA begins to stall. There's less than
three minutes to go, 10 points between
the Runners and Rattlers.
Suddenly, the ball is bouncing around
the Rattler basket. Oliver Manuel grabs a
rebound. He's up once, and fouled; again,
but the basket doesn't count. Melvin
Roseboro, who has overcome first-half
cramps and a blow to the mouth in the
second half to become the game's leading
scorer, finally retires. St. Mary's needs
him for the trek through conference and
district games.
Manuel's free throw drops through
it's 62-54. Manuel steals the ball before it
gets away from Rattler territory. Layup,
62-56.
Suddenly there are but twenty seconds
left. The Rattlers have run out of time.
Everyone in the arena knows the Mayor's
Challenge is decided. Everyone except
Buddy Meyer.
The coach is crouched on the floor,
ready to spring and strike. This is his
team-once, the only basketball team in
the city. Roadrunners, 69; Rattlers, 61.
There are no more words for tonight,
only a stem review and some more solid
teaching in the next practice session.
This is the way his men learn to play
NAIA championship basketball-playing
and matching NCAA Division I teams.
That last four-minute burst, with its
unanswered points and unchallenged
defense, shows Meyer everything he
needs to know. The 1984 Rattlers have
what it takes to win another division title.
They can manage another trip to
Kansas City. -Gary S. Whitford

Distinguished Alumnus Drossos:
Tough...but Tender

A

ccording to sports writers, San
Antonio Spurs President Angelo
Drossos has a reputation for being
one tough negotiator.
According to students in his audience
during St. Mary's Professors-for-a-Day
Program, though, he is an understanding,
sympathetic-even tender-mentor.
Both descriptions are probably
accurate. Consider, on the one hand, the
harsh business realities of professional
sports. And on the other hand, the
unabashed depth of feeling that Drossos
cherishes toward his alma mater.
"My involvement with St. Mary's is an
emotional one," he said on offering
himself to work with the school's
Development Committee in 1982.
"When I was a student, the Society of
Mary was a dominant force at the
university, and that Marianist heritage
continues today.
"It is obvious to me that St. Mary's has
stayed on its original path-to assist its
students in obtaining a quality education
in the Marianist tradition, to serve the
community and to broaden moral and
spiritual values."
Translating his sentiments into tangible
assistance, Drossos accepted membership
on St. Mary's Board of Trustees last spring
and, in the fall, was the force behind the
Spurs exhibition game that raised funds
for the school's Athletic Scholarship
Fund.
Now, reaching full circle since his
student days ('48-'50 and '53-'55 as an
undergraduate; '55-'57 in law school), he
has been named St. Mary's Distinguished
Alumnus of 1984.
A man of numerous business interests,
Drossos is vice president of Dean Witter
Reynolds, Inc., stockbrokers; president,
chairman of the executive committee and
director of SIM Corp.; a consultant to

several corporations; and advisor to the
board of directors for two corporations.
His community work has included
serving as chairman of the Board of the
Northeast YMCA; director of the
Metropolitan YMCA; and president of the
council of St. Sophia Orthodox Church.
But it is as majority owner and
spokesperson of the Spurs, the pride of
San Antonio sports enthusiasts, that
Drossos' name has become a household
word.
Reviewing Drossos' 10-year
performance as Spurs president in a
column in June 1983, San Antonio Light
;sports writer Buck Harvey wrote: ''(He)
has established himself as among the elite
of his profession...

... "Among the elite of
his profession."
''With his own blunt force and special
creativity, he has made a franchise
succeed in an area where perhaps it
shouldn't have, and it is time that he is
recognized for it."
Quoting Drossos' peers in the
fellowship of pro ball owners and
managers, the columnist wrote that Harry
Mangurian, owner of the Boston Celtics,
regards Drossos as "extremely savvy,"
with "a lot of qualities that really go
further, or transcend most owners....He
just knows about everything most owners
don't know about. When you consider his
limited market area, he is head and
shoulders ahead of other owners. If all
the owners would be like Angelo, it
would be a better league."
And from Norm Sonju, general
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manager of the Dallas Mavericks, these
comments: "I think Angelo is really one
of the premier innovators in the NBA.
He's not afraid of trying anything....l'm a
fan of his."

"He's not afraid of
trying anything.''
It is certain that Drossos' many fans
both within and beyond the confines of
St. Mary's alumni, will want to join in
paying him tribute at the Distinguished
Alumnus Award reception and banquet
to be held in his honor at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 13, at the Marriott Hotel in
downtown San Antonio. For tickets to the
event call Alumni Relations,
(512)436-3324.-SylviaA. McLa,ren

It's Exclusive:
Your Own Homecoming
Oyster Bake April 14

Homecoming '84 Vice Chairperson Jan "Pony" Traugott Karam (BBA '72), left, assists BarlJara B.
Benavides (BA '71), Homecoming '84 Cbai,person, in assuring festive decor for the April 14 celebration.

A

pril showers freshening the earth
(but not too much, please!).
Nature's returning cycle ushering
in the wonder of rebirth. Fragrant spring
air bringing sudden memories of our
youth as students.
And at the heart of the campus, the
Pecan Grove turning a delicate green in
readiness for an evening of delightful
indulgence in nostalgia.
That's the setting for our Homecoming
'84 Oyster Bake.
This year the event will be a full week
before the Fiesta Oyster Bake, and, if a
consensus favors Homecoming's
separation from Fiesta activities, a new
tradition will be born.
Mark down the time and date-5 p.m.
Saturday, April 14-and look forward to
an informal, leisurely gathering in the
Pecan Grove, with easy circulation
among the trestle tables and plenty of
time and elbow room to find and chat

with classmates and old friends. Come
share reminiscences with favorite
teachers and relive cherished sports
glories with the group of proud former
athletes who that afternoon will have
been inducted into our new Hall of Fame.
If you haven't lined up your reunion
group yet, start networking now, and let
the Alumni Relations Office, headed by
Director Mary Etlinger, help you
coordinate arrangements
(512-436-3324).
A hard-working committee is planning
to make your Homecoming Oyster Bake
the best ever for returning alumni.
Ideas they were working on when we
went to press included live music for
dancing and easy listening; surprise
entertainment; and the possibility of on
campus baby-sitting at rock-bottom rates
so moms and dads can have a carefree
evening under the stars.
"We are going to do our very best to
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make Homecoming '84 Oyster Bake an
evening to remember," says Homecoming
'84 Chairperson Barbara B. Benavides
(BA '71).
"We know how much it means to
alumni to have their own special,
exclusive Oyster Bake where they can
mingle with ease and get together with
family and friends in a relaxed,
uncrowded environment."
The able committee assisting with the
weekend events this year are Jan "Pony''
Traugott Karam (BBA '72), vice
chairperson; Robert E. Sefcik (BBA '59);
Charles A. Umscheid (BA '61); and
Kemper S. Williams, Jr. (BBA '52, JD '58).
In addition to the traditional servings
of oysters that give the bake its name,
there will be beverage booths and a
greater variety of food than the standard
dinner platters served last year. Tickets
will be sold on the grounds for visitors to
buy a selection of tempting foods from
booths set up by St. Mary's student
organizations. It's a system that works
well at our public Fiesta Bake, so your
committee expects this same
arrangement to be a welcome feature at
the Homecoming Bake as well.
So, why not make it a date to meet
your friends at your very own Oyster
Bake '84 beginning at 5 p.m. Saturday,
April 14?
Chances are you'll have such a good
time you'll want to join the merry throng
at the public Fiesta Oyster Bake that kicks
off at noon a week later, Saturday, April
21.
As usual, the Fiesta Bake will be a gala
of fun-filled activities, including a variety
of food and game booths; live musical
entertainment; the exciting Second
Annual Auction for St. Mary's; and
the traditional drawing for a luxurious
new Mercedes-Benz (suggested donation
$1 per ticket; no purchase necessary to
be eligible to participate and win).
Sylvia McLaren

Hall-of-Fame Athletes, Coaches, Boosters
To Be Feted At Luncheon

S

ixty years of our alma mater's
colorful history will come alive this
spring when a distinguished group
of 17 athletes, coaches and associates
who have contributed to the school's
sports glories are inducted into the St.
Mary's University Athletic Hall of Fame.
1his first-ever event will initiate a new
tradition of honor with a luncheon and
ceremony at noon Saturday, April 14, at
the Granada Royale Hometel in San
Antonio. All alumni and friends of St.
Mary's are cordially invited to be present
as we christen our Hall of Fame, and
tickets are available from the Alumni
Relations Office (512-436-3324).
The impressive lineup was selected by
a special alumni committee from
nominations received from the athletes'
peers, fans and families.
To Paul Daily ('27), San Antonio,
goes the distinction of being the oldest
living athlete to be honored. He played
outfield on the baseball team from 19241927 and guard on the football team
from 1924-1926. Long an ardent and
generous supporter of St. Mary's goals,
Daily has served on the University
Athletic Council, was named 1979's
Distinguished Alumnus and received the
Marianist Heritage Award in 1981.
Other greats included in the elites
receiving Hall of Fame status are, in
alphabetical order:
Paul Buchanan ('38), Magnolia, Ark
Football: 1935-1937. Noted defensive
end. Captain 1937. Honorable mention
All-American. All-Opponents Team. All
Alamo Conference. Selected Outstanding
Lineman by sportswriters and opposing
coaches.
Homer H. Burkett ('40), San Antonio.
Football: Freshman captain. Outstanding
center, linebacker, place-kicker. Three
letters. Captain 1939. All-Alamo
Conference Second Team center 1937.
First Team 1938-1939. Baseball: Started
every game for 4 years. First base,'

outfield, clean-up hitter. Batting average
.362 over four years. Captain 1940.
Booster Club foundation member.
Organized St. Mary's ex-athletes reunions
since 1979. Member Southwest Football
Officials Association 28 years.
Kenneth L. Croswell ('42), Santa
Monica, Calif. Basketball: 1938-1942.
Captain 1942. Started every game.
Leading scorer four years, averaging 15
points per game. Named Little All
American and All-Conference. Sponsors
annual basketball awards, "Most Valuable
Player" and "Most Rebounds Player."
School trustee, 1960s.
Joe Cumpian ('52, '56), San Antonio.
Long-term leader and guide of the
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Booster Club. Highlights of his
indefatigable support include helping to
restore athletic scholarships and helping
in substantial fund-raising efforts.
FrankW. "Dutch" Daehne ('30), Bay
City, Texas. Letterman four years in
baseball, football, basketball. Voted best
All-Around Athlete 1929 and 1930.
Scored 12 touchdowns in 1930. Noted
runner, pass receiver, open field tackler.
The late Brother Eugene Gittinger,
S.M. A 1951 founder of the Big State
Conference of Independent Texas
Colleges and Universities to which St.
Mary's belongs. Tributes at his death last
year, at age 84, hailed him as "the man
who symbolized sports at St. Mary's for

decades." Long selVice as St. Mary's
faculty representative on conference
board. President, Big State Conference
1966. Basketball, baseball coach, athletic
director. Faculty representative to the
National Association of Interscholastic
Athletics (NAIA) Area 2, encompassing
several conferences in Texas, Colorado,
New Mexico and Louisana. Spearheaded
reorganization of Catholic high school
sports programs in Texas.
Bill Grabarkewitz ('64, '66), IIVing,
Texas. Baseball: NAIA All-American.
American Association of College Baseball
Coaches All-American. All-Conference.
Led team in hitting and stolen bases.
Played with the Los Angeles Dodgers for
eight years and also played with the
Philadelphia Phillies.
The late Louis "Hog" Nelson ('31),
San Antonio. Football: Letterman four
years. Captain 1930. Noted center.
Participant in Rattlers 1929 big year 9-1,
including victory over DePaul, Chicago.
Baseball: Catcher 1928-1931. Son Corky
is head football coach at North Texas
State University.
Andrew A. Obriotti ('37), San
Antonio. Started four years in basketball
and baseball. Basketball captain four
years. All-Conference four years. Upon
graduation was offered positions with
three major league baseball teams-St.
Louis, Cleveland and Cincinnati.

baseball team. Member of the Southwest
Football and Basketball Officials
Association 25 years- president, Gulf
Coast Chapter, two years.
Kenneth L. Sampson ('65), San
Antonio. Basketball: Outstanding center.
Fourth all-time leading scorer. Letterman
four years. St. Mary's first NAIA basketball
All-American (Third Team). Catholic
Colleges All-American. Big-State
Conference First Team three times. Third
in field goal percentage among U.S. small
Catholic colleges. Currently a contract
specialist, City Parks & Recreation
Department.
WilliamJ. Sebera,Jr., (Class of '61),
Fredericksburg. Baseball: 1959-1961.
Outstanding catcher. St. Mary's first NAIA
baseball All-American. All Big-State
Conference two years. Boosters Club
Leading Hitter Award. 1958 Repre
sentative of San Antonio and South
Texas All-Stars in Hearst National
Amateur Championships in Yankee
Stadium, New York Los Angeles Dodgers
minor league 1961-1965. Received Saint
Sebastian Shield & Scroll for Athlete of
the Year from Catholic War Veterans of
America, Milwaukee Branch, 1962, for
support of Catholic schools' athletics.
The late BrotherWilliamJ. Siemer,
S.M. Revered athletic director, basketball
and baseball coach 1940s and 1950s.

Brother Edwin A. Rohrbach, S.M.
Glencoe, Mo. Faculty member 19521975. Highly respected member of
physical education department
specializing in physical training. Excellent
tennis player and swimmer; long-time
tennis and swimming coach known for
his outstanding tennis technique and
patient development of talent. Devoted
summers to teaching youngsters at Camp
Tecaboca to swim and play tennis.
WoodrowW. Roy ('38), Pasadena,
Texas. Football: Letterman 1935, 1936
and 1937 as blocking back and
linebacker. Started every game except
three when out because of injury. Captain
1937. Baseball: Started at second base for
three years. Basketball: Started all games
for three years as guard. Became head
football, baseball and basketball coach for
Kirwin School in Galveston, and manager
for Todd Shipyards Corp. semi-pro

Paul Daily, still a valued man on the team at St. Mary's
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Brother of Oscar Siemer, catcher for
Brooklyn Dodgers and other National
League teams. Tutored Joe Garagiola in
St. Louis and helped him gain fame with
St. Louis Cardinals. Among the organizers
of the Texas Catholic Interscholastic
League Tournament. At his death, at age
61 in 1962, he was eulogized for his all
around sportsmanship in baseball,
basketball, tennis, handball, soccer, ice
skating, bowling and his noted
philosophy: "Play hard, play fair and the
breaks will come your way."
Carl 0. Wanke ('59), San Antonio.
Basketball and baseball letterman four
years. Team captain both sports.
Outstanding guard and first baseman. All
Big-State Conference. Received Bob
Delaney Memorial Award for athlete with
highest grade-point average.
DougWi11iarns,Jr. ('70), Memphis,
Tenn. Basketball: Outstanding center. St.
Mary's all-time leading scorer, all-time
rebounding leader, all-time field goal
percentage leader. All-American three
years. All-Big-State Conference four years.
The achievements in athletics and
character earned by these Rattler heroes
will bring honor and pride to St. Mary's
for many decades to come. To our Hall of
Fame Charter Members-Cheers ... and
our very special thanks!
-Sylvia A. Mcwren

CLASS NOTES

I

L

� (II

Nancy Klepper:
One Tenific Teacher

ong before she stepped through a
single door at St. Mary's, Nancy
Klepper wanted to be a teacher.
"I've always wanted to be a teacher.
Always," she stresses, her voice as direct
as her brown eyes.
"Why?" She grins amiably, and then
pauses to think about a decision made
long ago. "I suppose because I thought it
would be neat to work with young
people, which it is. I thought it would be
exciting to be part of someone's future
besides my own. And-it's a service
profession...you're doing something
worthwhile."

"I thought it would be
exciting to be part of
someone's future
besides my own."
Nancy Klepper, a 1970 graduate of St.
Mary's and a biology teacher at San
Antonio's Holmes High School, was
recently named a "Terrific Teacher" by
the Texas Parent-Teacher Association.
She was one of some 100 teachers in
the state's 1,100 school districts to
receive the award. It was no small honor,
certainly, but the state PTA award wasn't
the first recognition of Klepper's teaching
excellence. Several years ago, she was
named the Outstanding Secondary
Science Teacher in San Antonio's
Northside School District-one of the
state's largest school districts. And this
past summer, she received a $1,500 grant
to study advanced placement teaching.
Even without knowing about those
awards, it would be immediately
apparent that Klepper is an extraordinary
teacher. Her eyes and her voice are fired

with enthusiasm, with commitment.
Fourteen years in a high school
classroom have not dimmed her in the
least.

"People wonder how I
can teach the same
thing all the time and
not get bored."
Biology-her subject�came to her
easily, she says. It was a natural interest.
"But I like the kids most of all. People
wonder how I can teach the same thing
all the time and not get bored. Well, you
always have a different group of students.
"Every year, students are different.
Every class of students is different, and
you have to use different teaching
techniques. It's never boring.
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"I could've gone into research," she
notes, explaining that the St. Mary's job
placement office found her several job
opportunities when she finished school.
"But I couldn't stand to be in a lab all
day, cutting up mice. Now, that would be
boring."
While the teaching itself rises above
the realm of bordom, there are problems
with the teaching profession these days
that even a good teacher like Klepper
finds trying. The subject first surfaces
when she's talking about teaching being a
"giving" profession-then interrupts
herself with a wry laugh.
''When you consider our salaries, you
have to say it's a giving profession."
It is true-no one will ever get rich on
a teacher's salary. But even while salaries
are a sore spot, they are not the major
issues with most teachers, according to
Klepper.
The major issues include discipline
problems, absences and social
promotions. "The people responsible for
all those things have become the
teachers," she says. "Not the students, not
the parents, but the teachers. When a
student is absent, it is the teacher's
responsibility to call the parents. There
are so many neat things to do in teaching,
but by the time you call four parents
about their child being absent-well...,"
she shrugs, her frustration obvious.
Among the current problems with the
teaching profession, however, Klepper
does not count teacher education
programs-at least not the ones at St.
Mary's.
"I thought the education courses I
took at St. Mary's were good. I don't see
that there ought to be a lot of changes
there. And biology with Brother John
Donohoo and Dr. (Bollera) Machia...,"
she smiles. "It was great. I loved it."
-Vickie Davidson

PatrickJ. Kennedy, Sr. OD
'52) has formed a law partnership
with Patrick). Kennedy,Jr. OD
'78). Their offices are located in
the Frost Bank Tower in San
Antonio.

John T. Hood (BBA '54) has
retired. His career included 25
years in the U.S. Air Force and 17
years of teaching in El Paso Public
Schools.

Cyril Boschert (BA '55),
currently director of studies of
the American section of College
Du Leman International School in
Switzerland, was recently elected
chairman of the Swiss Group of
International Schools. The group
consists of 24 international
schools located in Switzerland.
Paul E. Manna (BBA '55) has
been appointed manager of
administrative services at Alamo
Savings Association in San
Antonio.

lf!lf

Joseph Ching (BA '64, MA
'65) has been promoted to vice
president and manager in the
Customized Financial Services
Department of the Bank of
America, the Oakland, Calif., Main
Office.

Norma S. Herrera (BBA '65,
MBA '74) has been appointed
chief medical social worker at
Wilford Hall Medical Center. The
Medical Center is part of
Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio.

David W. Mechler,Jr. (BBA
'67), a certified public
accountant living in San Antonio,
has merged his practice with

Cross, Kieschnick & Co. The firm
has offices in both San Antonio
and Corpus Christi.
Guy B. Seay (BBA '67, MBA
'71) has been elected executive
vice president and a director of
Fidelity Bank, N.A., in San
Antonio.
C. D. Shomette (BA '67) has
been appointed as a special agent
in charge-Office of Inspector
General in the Veteran's
Administration, Dallas Region.

'71) has been elected vice
president of market planning for
Country Insurance Companies in
Bloomington, Ill. In his new
position, he heads the corporate
advertising, research and
development, and financial
planning divisions.
Richard ff. West (BA '71) has
been promoted to senior
technical analyst and consultant
for the California State
Automobile Association and
Inter-Insurance Bureau. He is also
on the faculty of the San
Francisco City College, Evening
Division, in the computer science
department.

John Boettiger (BBA '69) has
been promoted to the position of
Corporate Director, Finance
Administration and Special
Projects in Lake Jackson, Tx.
Previously, he was Corporate
Director of Marketing Research.
James Hasdorf (MA '69) is
currently the civilian head of oral
history for the U.S. Air Force. He
is stationed at Maxwell Air Force
Base in Montgomery, Ala.
Joseph D. Weiss (MBA '69),
an army colonel, has been
assigned to the Kimbrough Army
Community Hospital in Ft. Meade,
Md. He will serve as deputy
commander for administration.
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Jesus M. Gutierrez (BBA '72)
is employed with the Internal
Revenue Service in McAllen and
is active with the Navy Reserves.
Recently Gutierrez served as a
Damage Control Assistant in a
simulated sea battle at the Naval
Reserve Center in Houston.
Juan Rangel (BBA '72) has
returned to San Antonio from
Laredo and is now in banking at
the Medical Center Bank.
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carol Kelly(BA '73) received a
master's degree at the University
of Texas at San Antonio and is
employed as a program director of
the Texas Department of Human
Resources. She recently married
Randy Puzon.
Teri Lopez Leach (BA '73,
MA '76) was recently elected vice
president/personnel manager at
lnterFirst Bank San Antonio.
Previously she was vice president
and head of the administrative
services group for the InterFirst
Bank Conroe.

Maria Elena Torralva (BA
'70) has taken over the position
of executive director of United
San Antonio (USA). Torralva,
formerly community services
public affitirs director for KMOL1V, replaces former San Antonio
Mayor Lila Cockrell who recently
resigned from the USA position to
go to work in the private sector.
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Allan L. Kempf(BA '71) has
transferred from the Texas
Highway Patrol to head the Safety
Education Section of the
Department of Public Safety in
San Antonio.
Virginia Van Cleave (BA '71,
MA '73), a member of the March
of Dimes Executive Committee in
San Antonio, has been named
chairperson for the 1984
Mother's March.
James F. Van Houten (BA

Cecilia Garcia Akers (BA '74)
has been named director of
physical therapy at Humana
Hospital in San Antonio.
Formerly, she was assistant chief
physical therapist at Baptist
Medical Center. After graduating
from St. Mary's, Akers took a
degree in physical therapy from
18

the University of Texas medical
school in Galveston.
Kenneth P. fficks (MA '74),
now a lieutenant colonel in the
Air Force and comptroller with
Headquarters, Air Force
Technical Applications Center at
Patrick Air Force Base in Florida,
has been decorated with the
second award of Meritorious
Service Medal. The medal is
awarded for outstanding non
combat achievement or service.
James A. Meurer (BBA '74)
has been appointed district
manager for Becton-Dickinson
and Co., in Houston. Recently he
was also selected to the
company's prestigious Corporate
Winners Circle. The award is
made in recognition of
outstanding sales achievements.
Jim, his wife Laurie and son Brett
live in Katy.
LeoJ. Tellier,Jr. (BA '74) has
retired from the U.S. Air Force
and moved to Temple where he
is teaching science at St. Mary's
School.

Rene G. Garza (BA '75), head
basketball coach at Weslaco High
School, has been named to the
Texas High School Coaches
Association's Basketball Advisory
Committee for Region VII. Garza,
founder and director of the Valley
Basketball Coaching Clinic, was
also selected to serve as
Newsletter Committee Chairman
for the Texas Association of
Basketball Coaches.
Charles R. Maddox OD '75)
was recently appointed vice
president and trust officer for
Victoria Bank & Trust Co., in
Victoria. Maddox will also serve
as the business development
officer in charge of marketing
trust services for 16 affiliated
banks.
Dennis G. O'Grady (BA '75),
who recently graduated from
Officer Training School at
Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, has been assigned to the
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South
Dakota.
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Jesse R. Bernal (BA '76),

currently a doctoral student in
educational
administration/curriculum and
instruction at the University of
Texas in Austin and a part-time
aide to State Senator Carlos F.
Truan, has been selected for
listing in the 1983-84 edition of
Who's Who Among Students in
American Universities and
Colleges. Bernal has been listed
in the publication twice before
once during 1975-76 when he
was a student at St. Mary's.
Peter B. Brandon (MS '76), a
lieutenant colonel and a fighter
pilot with the 435th Tactical
Fighter Training Squadron, has
been decorated with the second
award of the Air Force
Commendation Medal at
Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.
The award is presented to
individuals who demonstrate
outstanding achievement or
meritorious service.
Larry C. Burkett (BA '76), a
fighter pilot at Hill Air Force Base
in Utah, has been promoted to Air
Force Captain.
Charles G. White,Jr. (MS
'76), an Air Force Major and a
fighter pilot with the 51st
Tactical Fighter Wing, has been
given the second award of the
Meritorious Service Medal at Osan
Air Base, South Korea. The medal
is awarded for outstanding non
combat achievement or service.

Richard S. DeLauter (BA
'77), an army captain, recently
took part in Ahuas Tara (Big
Pine) II, an exercise involving
U.S. and Latin American forces in
Honduras. Big Pine II, the latest in
a series of combined exercises
that began in 1965, tested plans
and procedures for operations
command and control of joint
operations.
Rex Easley,Jr. (BA '77, JD
'80) has been named a partner in
the law firm of Cole, McManus,
Cole and Easley in Victoria.
Amy Flinn Finn (BA '77) and
her husband, Mike have a
daughter, Julia Marie, born in
October 1983. Amy Finn
practices law in Killeen.

Della M. Corales (BS '78) is a
dentist in private practice in San
Antonio. She is married to
Captain Jim Maginot and they
have a daughter, Rose Kathleen.
Patrick}. Kennedy,Jr. (JD
'78) has formed a law partnership
with Patrick J. Kennedy, Sr. (JD
'52). Their offices are located in
the Frost Bank Tower in San
Antonio.
Oscar Rodriguez (BBA '78)
has been appointed vice president
of the loan administration
department of the Bank of the
Southwest in Brownsville.
Christopher B. Wallace (JD
'78), landman for Anadarko
Production Co., in Denver, has a
new daughter, Emily Baird, born
in November. His first daughter,
Mary Clare, will be four in April.

Let Us Know

Share your news with your classmates.
Complete and clip this form, and mail it to the
Alumni Relations Office, St. Mary's University,
One Camino Santa Maria, San Antonio, Texas
78284.

Name ___________________
Address_________________
City.__________ State_ Zip ____

Class Year___ Degree.___ Telephonle-___

□

Important: Is this a new address?
NEWS!

Kathleen Cardone OD '79)
was recently appointed Municipal
Court Judge in El Paso. She is also
continuing her private law
practice.
Bartolomeo}. Castelli (BA
'79) has been appointed
administrative assistant at the
Saint Mary on the Mount
Hospital/Rehabilitation Center in
St. Louis, Mo. He is responsible
for laboratory, radiology,

You Know Someone
Who Deserves A Great Education

r--------

Springtime has hit the St. Mary's
campus and our search for the
Class of '88 is intensifying!
Out-of-town high school
seniors are invited to visit our
university during the weekend of
March 17-19. They'll attend
classes, meet faculty and get a
taste of residence hall life by
sharing a dorm room with a
student host.
San Antonio seniors are also
encouraged to visit the campus
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on March
19, March 23 or April 13. They'll
have the opportunity to sit in on
a lecture, make new friends in
the student center and speak
with the major advisors of their
choice.
Contact the Admissions Office
for more information and
reservations concerning Sleeping
Bag Weekend and Campus
Visitation Days.

I
I

I
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I

I
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This student deserves a great college education.
Send a St. Mary's University information packet to:

Student's Name _________________
Address

Telephone ____

City _______ State ______ Zip --High School __________ Class Year ___

YourName
Mail this form to the Admissions Office, St. Mary's University, One
Camino Santa Maria, San Antonio, Texas 78284.

I
admitting, medical records, social
service and outpatient
departments.
Carlos David Castillon OD
'79) started his own law finn,
Freeman, Click and Castillon,
which is located in Laredo.
Ralph M. Urias,Jr. (BA '79)
has been employed as a contract
specialist at Kelly Air Force Base
in San Antonio, following his
completion of a master's degree
in public administration at the
University of Texas at San
Antonio.
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Demetrio Duarte,Jr. (Class
of '80), now living in McAllen,
has been selected as an
Outstanding Young Man of
America for 1983.
Kathryn M. Hernandez
(Class of '80) is presently
working at Horvitz Research
Laboratories, Inc., in Houston, as
a geological lab technician.
Arthur David Mangelsdorff
(Class of '80), a social scientist
analyst assigned to the Health
Care Studies and Clinical
Investigation Activity at Fort Sam
Houston, was named Employee of
the Year by the San Antonio
Federal Executive Association.
Anne Schwartz OD '80) has
been named Woman of the Year
in Law by the El Paso Women's
Political Caucus. She practices
law at Grambling, Mounce, Sims,
Galatzan and Harris where she
specializes in corporate,
securities and bonds, banking and
general business law. In addition,
she is on the board of Planned
Parenthood and El Paso
Pro-Musica.
Mary Gena Silvas (BA '80)
married Leo J. Lopez in
November. They reside in Corpus
Christi.
Robert A. Stettler (JD '80), an
Air Force captain who is an
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instructor pilot and flying safety
officer with the 6594th Test
Group, has been decorated with
the Air Force Achievement Medal
at Hickam Air Force Base in
Hawaii. The medal is awarded to
airmen for accomplishment,
meritorious service or acts of
courage.

the Marianist Voluntary Service
Community as a lay volunteer
working with the poor elderly in
inner city St. Louis.
James F. Shrewsbury OD
'82), 16th Ward Alderman in St.
Louis, is the city's youngest
elected official. When he was
elected, he was the first
Democratic alderman ever
elected from the 16th Ward.
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Terry A. McFarlane (MA '81),
an Air Force captain, has been
presented with the U.S. Air Force
Commendation Medal at Kirtland
Air Force Base, N.M. The medal is
awarded for outstanding
achievement or meritorious
service. Mcfarlane is a behavioral
scientist with the Air Force
Operational Test and Evaluation
Center.
Robert C. Sykes (BA '81), a
graduate student in the
Department of Biochemistry at
Baylor Medical School, was
selected to receive both an
Achievement Reward for College
Scientists and a National Science
Foundation Graduate Fellowship.
Margaret A. Valdez (Class of
'81) is working as an associate
systems analyst with Valero
Energy Corporation in San
Antonio.

Larry D. Zimmerman (Class
of '83) has completed Officer
Training School at Lackland Air
Force Base in San Antonio and
has been commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the U.S. Air
Force. He has been assigned to
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

Tribute
Yolanda Zamarripa Campos
(BA '68), an English teacher at
Highlands High School in San
Antonio, died last October in a
car accident. She was 37. Campos
was active in several local
organizations. She was secretary
for Miss Rodeo Texas, a member
of the San Antonio Cotillion and a
lifetime member of the San
Antonio Livestock Committee.
Louis Kaufman Nelson (BA
'31), died in December at the age
of 75. President of the Northside
Bank when he retired in 1980,
Nelson had attended St. Mary's on
an athletic scholarship in baseball
and football. He remained
interested in sports after he left
St. Mary's, and coached American
Legion Baseball for years.
William T. Rives (BA '33),
longtime Texas sportswriter and
news executive, died December
11. He was 72. Former president
of News-Texan, a group of
suburban newspapers, Rives was
also a former editor and writer
with the Dallas Morning News, as
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Wayne E. Baughman (MA
'82), an Air Force Captain and
commander of the 6950th
Electronic Security Group
Section, has been chosen as
junior officer of the year for the
6950th Electronic Security Group
at RAF Chicksands, England.
Elizabeth Miller (BA '82),
currently a social worker
coordinator for Cardinal Ritter
Elderly Care Center in St. Louis, is
working on a master's degree in
social work at St. Louis University.
Previously, she spent a year with
20

History
In The
Making
Brother Gerald}. Schnepp,
S.M. is preparing a history of
the St. Louis Province of the
Society of Mary and would like
to enlist the aid of St. Mary's
alumni in the gathering of
letters, newspaper clippings
and other personal memoirs
related to campus events and
personalities throughout the
past 75 years. Please indicate
your name and address on any
material forwarded to Brother
Schnepp for prompt return, if
applicable. Thanks for your
participation in this project!

well as a former vice president
and executive editor at the
Denton Record-Chronicle. A
frequent banquet speaker, Rives
was past president of the Dallas
Press Club, the Texas
Sportswriters Association and the
Football Writers of America.
Luis Segura (BA '65, JD '68),
died in a car accident in early
December. A San Antonio civil
rights attorney, he was 40.
Deed L. Vest (MA '46), former
dean of students at St. Mary's
University, died December 23 at
72. After completing his master's
degree at St. Mary's, Vest joined
the school as a staff member. He
was named dean of students in
1966. During his career, he
served an interim term as vice
president and he served as
chairman of the department of
economics. He retired as
department chairman in 1976,
but continued to teach economic
history until 1980.
A history buff and a member of
numerous fraternal organizations,
Vest wrote two books tracking
the roots of the Masonic Order.

Spring's in the air ... and it's time
to play ball!
The women of the St. Mary's softball
team have worked their way to the
national championships twice in the past
two years, and they'd sure like to make
that trip again this season.
The men's '84 baseball schedule brings
with it some pretty impressive challenges
including Notre Dame and the current
national champions from the University
of Texas.
With eleven lettermen returning to this
season's lineup, our Rattlers must follow
the path charted by the '83 squad that
finished second only to Mary Hardin
Baylor in the Big State Conference.
Come join in some exciting
competition-and watch that Gold &
Blue tradition sparkle.

Women's Softball Schedule
Mar. 19
21
22
26
30

Men's Baseball Schedule

Our Lady of the Lake
Baylor University
Trinity University
Lamar University
Our Lady of the Lake

(DH) Here
(DH) Here
(DH) Here
(DH) Here
(DH) Away

3:00
4:30
3:00
3:30
3:00

Apr. 2
3
7
8
9
12

Baylor University
Texas A&M University
Texas Wesleyan College
Stephen F. Austin
Sam Houston State
Texas Wesleyan College

(DH) Away
(DH) Here
(DH) Here
(DH) Away
(DH) Away
Away

4:30
3:00
12:00

13-14

U. of Texas at Arlington
Invitational

Away

19
20
21
26
28

Lamar University
Lamar University
Northeast Louisiana
Sam Houston State
Stephen F. Austin

(DH) Away
(DH) Away
(DH) Here
(DH) Here
(DH) Here

All home games played in St. Mary's Softball Field
(DH indicates Double-header)

2:00
4:00

5:00
10:00
10:00
4:00
10:00

1:00
(DH) Here
Mar. 3 Southwest Texas State
1:00
(DH) Here
6 Southwestern Louisana
3:00
9 Rice University
Away
2:00
Away
10 Rice University
1:30
Away
11 University of Houston
3:00
Here
13 Trinity University
1:00
Here
(DH)*
16 East Texas Baptist
12:00
(DH)*
Here
17 East Texas Baptist
3:00
Here
19 University of Minnesota
**TBA
Here
(DH)
20 Notre Dame
**TBA
Here
23 Notre Dame
1:00
(DH)*
Away
Huston-Tillotson
24
3:00
Here
27 Mary Hardin-Baylor
12:00
Away
31 St. Edward's University
7:00
Away
Apr. 3 Texas Lutheran College
7:00
Here
5 Concordia College
2:00
Here
7 Southwestern Univerity
3.00
Here
10 St. Edward's University
1:00
(DH)* Away
14 Mary Hardin-Baylor
2:00
Away
17 Southwestern University
1:00
(DH)* Here
21 Texas Lutheran College
Here
7:00
24 Huston-Tillotson
7:00
Away
26 Trinity University
All home games played in VJ. Keefe Baseball Field
*Denotes Big State Conference Games
• •contact Athletics Office for game time (512-436-3528)

